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378 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. III. 

Psychological Laboratory of Harvard University. Cambridge, Mass., 
1893.— pp. 34. 

This little pamphlet will be found exceedingly useful by psychologists, 
and exceedingly instructive by the general public. It contains a brief 
preface, by Professor Munsterberg ; eight photographs of the Harvard 
laboratory ; and lists of psychological apparatus, of the Harvard researches, 
1892-3, of manufacturers' addresses, and of literary references. 

E. B. T. 



Ueber die Bedeutung des Genies in der Geschichte. By Sigmund 
Schilder. Leipzig, Verlag von Duncker & Humblot, 1894. — pp. 37. 

In this monograph, the controversy between the advocates of historical 
necessity and the believers in the independence and originality of genius is 
treated in a way that certainly makes the problem clearer, but accomplishes 
little or nothing beyond this. Historical necessity, the writer holds, can 
mean only that historical phenomena are subject to the law of universal 
causation, which, it should be remembered, is merely formal, and never 
reaches the inner reality of things and events. Failure carefully to dis- 
tinguish ' form ' and ' Wesen,' apparent in the positions of both the party 
for genius and the party for necessity, explains the controversy [to a 
Kantian]. History, as formal, is mere statistics ; as having regard to inner 
reality, it is sociology and psychology. Genius, specially interesting to 
psychology and physiology, and having nothing to do directly with the 
social development, should not be drawn into formal history ; it should be 
judged in and for itself, " nach seinem Wesen, seiner aus der eigenen 
Natur hervorgehenden Wirkungsart." But the author says also that "only 
in a limited degree is genius dependent on the current of historical events." 
Genius is sprung from nature, " ein naturgewachsener Faktor"; but talent, 
very different from genius, is historically developed. Talent serves as a 
sort of schema, through which historical form gets reality or content, or 
genius is brought into historical relations. Talent, as historically developed, 
uses or directs genius, as " naturgewachsen " and so not in touch with 
events and institutions. Genius is masculine ; talent is feminine. At least, 
the author says that the genius of women is rather talent than genius ; that, 
when women have real genius, they show " einen gewissen unweiblichen Zug, 
etwas androgynenhaftes." So with a stroke he transforms his monograph 
into a romance — now as between 'Wesen' and 'form,' now as between 
nature and history, and now as between genius and talent ! It is a romance, 
however, that needs a sequel. The difficulties are not overcome, so long 
as there is seen to be an essential difference between what is historically 
developed and what is sprung directly from nature, or so long as that 
question-begging phrase " nur in beschranktem Masse " is applied to the 
dependence of genius on the course of history. A. H. Lloyd. 



